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PARIS, Nov. 1 — North 
Vietnam’s peace-talks dele- 
gation responded today to 
the United States’ bombing 
halt wit h an ambiguous 
statement that could be 
interpreted as accepting the 
widened talks President 
Johnson . also announced,. 

But W. Averell Harriman, 
the U.S. delegation chief, 
implied in a series of broad- 
cast interviews that he had 
doubts the Saigon govern- 
■ ment would have a delega- 
tion on hand here next Wed- 
nesday. Mr. Johnson said 
Saigon and the National 



Liberation Front (Vietcong) 
would participate in the 
meeting then. 

The presence of s o m e 
words and the omission of 
others in the North Viet- 
namese communique sug- 
gested that Hanoi was mak- 
ing important concessions. 
But the three-paragraph 
statement, issued in English 
and French, seemed deliber- 
ately ' drafted to allow an 
opposite reading as well: 
This is the English text 
of the communique: 

“On October 30, 1968, Am- 
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bassador Harriman and Am- 
bassador Vance, representa- 
tives of the government of 
the United States, communi- 
cated to Minister Xuan 
Thuy, representative of the 
!i government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam, 
that the President of the 
United States, Lyndon B. 
Johnson, would at 2400 
hours GMT, October 31, 
1968, or 0100 hours GMT, 
November 1, 1968, issue the 
order to stop all air, naval, 
and artillery bombardment 
and all other acts involving 
the use of force on the en- 
tire territory of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam, 
and that this order would 
become fully effective 12 
hours later. 

“In order to find a peace- 
ful settlement to the Viet- 
nam problem, a meeting in- 
cluding the representatives 
of the Democratic Republic 
of Vietnam, the South Viet- 
nam National Front for Lib- 
eration, the United States 
and the Republic of Viet- 
nam will be held in Paris, 
not earlier than November 
6, 1968. 

“Minister Xuan Thuy took 
note of this communication 
by the representatives of 
the government of the 
United States and conveyed 
it to the government of the 
Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam.” 

In the past, Hanoi has * 
often demanded that the 
United States “uncondition- 
ally” cease its bombing and 
“all other acts of war” on 
North Vietnamese territory. 
The communiques omission 
of the word “unconditionally” 
and its substitution of “all 
other acts involving the use 
of force” for “all other acts 
of war” could be read as 
implying that Hanoi was ac- 
cepting U.S. conditions and 
conceding that U.S. recon- 




naissance flights over North 
Vietnam would continue. 

Yet it could also be viewed 
as _ simply a summary — in 
which Hanoi was acknowledg- 
ing nothing — of the message 
Ihuy received. 

It was unclear, too, whether 
the second paragraph was 
simply a statement of fact— 
as it would seem to he read 
alone — or whether ft con- 
tinued the summary of the 
ILS. message — as it would do 
if the phrase “this communi- 
cation” in the third paragraph 
were .interpreted as applying 
to it as well as to the first 
paragraph. 

If the second paragraph 
was interpreted as f '<a c t 
rather than indirect quota- 
tion, then Hanoi would also, 
seem to be recognizing the 
Saigon government, which 
it has long branded as mere 
U.S. “puppets,” and to be 
acknowledging that there 
would be four-party talks. 

But the communique 
seemed to be constructed 
to permit ambiguity. The 
Americans could say that 
Hanoi was following 
through on its side of the 
secretly secured bombing- 
halt agreement While the 
Communists, if they wished, 
could claim to be giving 
nothing away. 

In fact, according to Reu- 
ters, a North Vietnamese 
delegation spokesman sub- 



sequently explained that 
the second paragraph was 
merely part of the message 
•received from the U.S. 
negotiators. 

Bui Huu Nhan, a press 
aide with the Hanoi delega- 
tion, had declined to inter- 
pret the communique. 

The statement also caused 
interest by reporting that 
•Hanriman and Vance had 
notified X u a n Thuy on 
Wednesday that President 
Johnson would announce 
the bombing halt. This con- 
flicted with reports from 
Washington that Hanoi 
didn’t receive definite notice 
till Thursday. 

There was speculation 
that Hanoi might be delib- 
erately fixing the date as 
Wednesday to suggest Wash- 
ington had made the de- 
cision to carry out its side 
of their secretly reached un- 
derstanding before gaining 
the reported final coneur- 
rence^-howevar reluctant — 
from Saigon. 

Perhaps the key immedi- 
ate problem in the next 
phase of the talks— if it is 
reached — will be the seating 
and identification of the four 
parties involved. As thin gs 
stand, it was said here, the 
Washington-Hanoi accord is 
vague. 

It reportedly would let the 
Americans and' Saigon rep- 
resentatives view themselves 



as separate delegations while 
considering the National Lib- 
eration Front members to be 
simply part of the Hanoi 
team. The two Communist 
groups, by the same token, 
could view themselves as 
separate while linking the 
Seigon representatives with 
the Americans. 

A source close to the 
North Vietnamese said Fri- 
day he understand Hanoi 
would insist that its delega- 
tion and the United States 
thrash out all procedural 
matters bilaterally before 
the talks could actually he 
widened. 

There was serious ques- 
tion whether a Saigon dele- 
gation would- he present 
next Wednesday, in any 
event. 

“By the way,” Harriman 
told one broadcast interview- 
er today, “I might say about 
the government of South 
Vietnam— they have got a 
problem of getting together 
a delegation. They have got 
a problem of deciding 
among themselves as to the 
objectives they want to have. 
So I am — I have certain 
sympathy of their wanting 
to take a bit of time before 
they come here. 

“But,” Harriman added, 
“I certainly hope they will 
be here by Wednesday.” 

Some observers today 



thought Saigon would have 
at least a temporary dele- 
gate in Paris next week— 
possibly Pham Dang Lam, 
who has been its official ob- 
server of the first-phase 
talks in recent weeks. T.am 
abruptly departed for Sai- 
gon Thursday, “for consulta- 
tions.” 




